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• Robot arms 
As we practise reading words, we encourage children to blend using robot arms. Your child 
may do this as they read their phonics book at home. They move their arms for each sound 
and then blend these together- please see an example in the video below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_9uLh_2TqM

• Finger tracking
As demonstrated on our school website, it really helps children to touch words as they 
read them in the early stages of reading. Encourage your child to say sounds as they point 
and then blend these together. Always remember to re-read sentences once they have 
decoded them to make sure they can recall the words they have read. Once children reach 
red level books they should be able to read words without finger tracking.   

Reading tips:
It’s important to remember that reading and understanding books is not just about phonics 
and letter sounds. Children need to understand, reason and predict when reading. There is 

lots of information on our school website to help you read with your child: 

https://www.oswaldroad.co.uk/curriculum-classes/curriculum/reading/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_9uLh_2TqM
https://www.oswaldroad.co.uk/curriculum-classes/curriculum/reading/


How to say the 

sounds 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nBFnAcXHOUQ



Stages of 

literacy 

1. Hearing and saying initial sounds (phonemes)… play eye 
spy/ stress first sounds in words. 

2. Hearing and saying other sounds… blending and 
segmenting words. 

3. Learning how to form letters correctly (written letters-
graphemes). 

4. Hearing multiple sounds in words and putting these 
together to make a word. 

5. Children learn single graphemes first and then digraphs 
then trigraphs (2 letters making one sound e.g. ch/ sh / th) 
and then trigraphs trigraphs (3 letters making one sound 
e.g. igh/ ear)



How to read a 

book with your 

child

https://www.oswaldroad.co.uk/curriculum-classes/curriculum/reading/



Harder to Read 

and Spell Words
These are words which 

cannot be decoded 

phonetically and so children 

need to recognicse these by 

sight.  



By the end of 

Reception we 

want children 

to… 

L i t e r a c y  C o m p r e h e n s i o n  E L G  C h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  e x p e c t e d  l e v e l  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i l l :  

•  D e m o n s t r a t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  r e a d  t o  t h e m  b y  r e t e l l i n g  s t o r i e s  a n d  

n a r r a t i v e s  u s i n g  t h e i r  o w n  w o r d s  a n d  r e c e n t l y  i n t r o d u c e d  v o c a b u l a r y  

•  A n t i c i p a t e  – w h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  – k e y  e v e n t s  i n  s t o r i e s ;  

•  U s e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  r e c e n t l y  i n t r o d u c e d  v o c a b u l a r y  d u r i n g  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  s t o r i e s ,  

n o n - f i c t i o n ,  r h y m e s  a n d  p o e m s  a n d  d u r i n g  r o l e - p l a y .  

W o r d  R e a d i n g  E L G  C h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  e x p e c t e d  l e v e l  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i l l :  

•  S a y  a  s o u n d  f o r  e a c h  l e t t e r  i n  t h e  a l p h a b e t  a n d  a t  l e a s t  1 0  d i g r a p h s ;  

•  R e a d  w o r d s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e i r  p h o n i c  k n o w l e d g e  b y  s o u n d - b l e n d i n g ;  

•  R e a d  a l o u d  s i m p l e  s e n t e n c e s  a n d  b o o k s  t h a t  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e i r  p h o n i c  k n o w l e d g e ,  

i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  c o m m o n  e x c e p t i o n  w o r d s .

W r i t i n g  E L G  C h i l d r e n  a t  t h e  e x p e c t e d  l e v e l  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i l l :  

•  W r i t e  r e c o g n i s a b l e  l e t t e r s ,  m o s t  o f  w h i c h  a r e  c o r r e c t l y  f o r m e d ;  

•  S p e l l  w o r d s  b y  i d e n t i f y i n g  s o u n d s  i n  t h e m  a n d  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  s o u n d s  w i t h  a  l e t t e r  o r  

l e t t e r s ;  

•  W r i t e  s i m p l e  p h r a s e s  a n d  s e n t e n c e s  t h a t  c a n  b e  r e a d  b y  o t h e r s .  



Ideas for home...

Make it 

meaningful!
Read for a purpose- sound 

out letters in signs you spot 

around. 

Write for a reason-

shopping lists/ menus when 

playing café etc.

A list of things to take camping- written by a 
child in Reception. 



Letter formation 

– our 

mnemonics.

Please make sure 

children are forming 

letters correctly. Use 

these rhymes to help if 

they are struggling.  



Thank you for 

reading! 
Thank you for taking the time to read this 

information. 

Please remember if  you have questions or concerns 

about reading with your child, ask on the door and 

we will be able to help! 


